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I  ADAM  BREIDINGER  (l) 


On  October  26,  175^^  Adam  Bi^idinger  along  with  ei^ty-nine 
other  immigrants  to  the  New  World  stepped  from  the  Brigintine  Mary  and 
Sarah  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia.  Commanded  hy  Captain  Thomas  Brodrich, 
the  Mary  and  Sarah  had  just  arrived  from  Portsmouth,  England,  having 
previously  left  the  port  of  Amsterdam  with  passengers  from  Franconia, 
Wirtemherg  and  the  Palantlnate . (l) 

Adam  Breldinger  was  unahle  to  write  his  name  as  evidenced  hy 
the  use  of  his  mark  (XX)  on  the  ship's  passenger  list.  As  a  result,  his 
na.me  was  spelled  two  different  ways.  On  the  ship  list  it  is  spelled 
Breydlnger,  while  on  the  registration  for  the  oath  of  allegiance  taken 
a  day  later,  the  name  is  spelled  Breitinger .  This  type  of  inconsistency 
was  quite  common  at  the  time  because  the  majority  of  the  immigrants  were 
unahle  to  reade  and  write.  As  a  result  the  clerks,  who  were  for  the  most 
part  English,  merely  spelled  the  names  as  they  soimded.  These  various 
spellings  frequently  account  for  the  difficulty  encountered  hy  genealo¬ 
gists  in  tracing  a  particular  family  line. 

The  ship  list  does  not  indicate  whether  Adam  Breldinger  had  a 
wife  at  the  time  of  his  arrival.  However,  we  know  from  available  records 
that  his  first  child,  Peter,  was  horn  in  April  of  175^.  This  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  Adam  Breldinger  was  married  shortly  after  reaching  America. 
Unfortunately,  extensive  research  has  not  revealed  when  or  where  he  was 
married.  In  addition,  no  information  has  been  found  to  date  concerning  the 
activities  of  Adam  Breldinger  for  the  period  175^  to  1759* 

The  first  mention  of  Adam  Breldinger  following  his  arrival  in 
1759  in  the  records  of  the  Hew  Hanover  Lutheran  Church.  (29)  This  chircch 
is  located  in  Lower  Hanover  Township,  Montgomery  County  (before  1784  this 
was  part  of  Philadelphia  County).*  Here  are  recorded  the  dates  of  birth 
of  three  of  his  children  -  Michael,  Elisabeth  and  Eva.  From  these  records 
we  also  obtain  the  name  of  his  wife,  Anna  Sib  ilia.  Although  the  church 
records  begin  in  17^0  there  is  no  reference  to  Adam  Breldinger  prior  to 
1759*  Therefore,  it  is  speculated  that  sometime  after  1758  and  before  1759^ 
he  moved  into  the  Lower  Hanover  area  probably  from  around  Philadelphia. 

In  1768  Adam  Breldinger  and  his  entire  family  moved  into  Robeson 
Township,  Berks  County.  He  first  appears  on  the  I769  tax  list  for  Robeson 
Township  where  he  was  taxed  three  pounds  and  nine  shillings . (3)  He  appears 
again  in  the  1770  tax  list  being  taxed  one  pound,  one  shilling  and  nine 
pence.  In  the  177^-75  lax  list,  he  is  taxed  three  poiinds,  foior  shillings 
and  six  pence.  Unfortunately  no  deeds  have  been  found  to  give  the  exact 
date  of  his  moving  into  Berks  Co^unty. 

In  1770 ^  Adam  Breldinger 's  name  appears  among  the  congregation 
of  the  "Plou^"  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  located  at  what  is  now  Plowville 
in  Robeson  Township,  Berks  County. (^)  This  congregation  existed  as  early 
as  1767*  hut  the  church  records  date  back  only  to  1770*  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  one  of  the  first  names  in  the  church  records  is  that  of  Adam 
Breldinger.  From  these  records  we  obtain  the  name  of  another  daughter, 
Susanna  Elizabeth,  who  was  bom  January  30^  1770 ^  and  baptized  on  April 
22,  1770*  The  sponsors  were  Philip  Wirth  and  his  wife  Eva.  On  the  church 
records  the  name  is  spelled  Bridenger. 


*  For  locations  of  all  areas  and  churches  referred  to  on  this  and 
subsequent  pages,  see  Appendix  A  and  B. 


Rote  son  Evangelical  Lutheran  diurch 
Robeson  Township^  Berks  County. 

This  was  and  sti3JL  is  known  as  the 
”Plou^"  Chiirch. 

The  congregation  was  in  existence  in 
1767  but  no  records  were  kept  until 
1770. 


No  further  mention  of  Adam  Breidinger  is  found  in  Berks  County 
until  August  7;  1777  vhen  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  in  I778  when 
his  two  sons,  Michael  and  Peter,  also  took  the  oath  of  allegiance . 

Sometime  during  177^^  Adam  Breidinger,  along  with  his  family, 
moved  into  Plainfield  Township,  Northampton  County,  Pa.  We  know  this 
because  on  August  I6,  1777  Adam  Breidinger  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
Lawrence  Br'deder  of  Plainfield  Township  for  the  purchase  of  1^3  acres, 
comprising  two  tracts  adjoining  each  other  in  Plainfield  Township. 

"This  indenture  made  the  sixteenth  day  of  August  one 
thousand  and  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven  between  Adam  Bridinger 
of  Robeson  Township  in  the  County  of  Berks  in  Province  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Yoeman  of  one  part  and  Lawrence  Breeder  of  Plainfield  in 
the  Coimty  of  Northampton  and  Province  aforesaid  of  the  other  part 
witness  that  whereas  the  said  Adam  Bridinger  by  seven  several 
bonds  or  obligations  bearing  even  date  here  with  doth  stand  bound 
unto  the  said  Lawrence  Breeder  in  several  principle  sums  of  money 
amoimting  in  the  whole  to  two  hundred  and  ninety  pounds  lawfull 
money  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Lawrence  Breeder  his 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns.  The  sum  of  fifty  pounds  on 
the  twenty  seventh  day  of  November  next  and  the  further  sum  of 
fifty  pounds  May  the  twenty  seventh  one  thousand  seven  himdred  and 
seventy  eight  and  the  further  sum  of  forty  pounds  May  twenty  seventh 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ei^ty  and  the  sum  of  forty  pounds 
May  the  twenty  seventh  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ei^ty  one  and 
the  sum  of  forty  pounds  May  the  twenty  seventh  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ei^ty  two  and  to  complete  the  whole  payment  the  further 
sum  of  thirty  pounds  may  the  twenty  seventh  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  three...." 

(Deed  Book  C-1-37^^  Court  House,  Easton,  Pa.) 
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Adam  Breidinger  is  listed  in  the  Northampton  County  census  of 
1779  3-3  owning  I30  acres.  (6)  He  is  then  listed  in  the  I785  census  (lOO 
acres^  2  horses,  2  cattle,  paid  tax  of  12  shillings),  the  I786  census 
(100  acres,  2  horses,  2  cattle,  paid  tax  of  10  shillings)  and  in  the  I788 
census  (lOO  acres,-  2  horses,  3  cattle,  paid  tax  of  11  shillings  6  pence). 

Little  is  known  about  the  life  of  Adam  Breidinger  although  all 
the  evidence  indicates  that  he  was  a  farmer  like  most  of  the  other  people 
of  the  time.  There  is  no  evidence  that  Adam  Breidinger  was  actively 
engaged  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  However,  further  searching  may  reveal 
service,  since  he  would  have  been  by  no  means  too  old  for  service. 

Adam  Breidinger  and  his  wife  (we  must  assume  this  is  still 
Anna  Sibilla)  must  have  been  c[uite  old  at  the  time  of  their  death  because 
both  were  still  alive  and  recorded  in  the  United  States  Census  of  l8l0.^9j 
Although  we  do  not  know  the  exact  dates  of  their  deaths  searching  of  records 
has  revealed  that  Ann  Sibilla  died  before  December  of  I8II.  At  this  time, 
December  9^  I8II,  Adam  Breidinger  deeded  his  property  to  his  only  remaining 
son,  Michael,  with  the  understanding  Michael  would  care  for  him.  No  men¬ 
tion  is  made  of  his  wife.  Taking  into  consideration  a3JL  available  informa¬ 
tion,  it  is  assumed  that  Adam  Breidinger  died  aroimd  I8I5. 

From  Transfer  Deed  Made  By  Adam  Breidinger  December  9^  I8II 


(7)  (8) 


"In  consideration  whereof  the  said  Michael  Breitinger  for 
himself  his  heirs.  Executors  and  Administrators  doth  consent 
promise  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  Adam  Breitinger  his  heirs 
and  assigns  by  these  present  that  he  the  said  Michael  Breitinger 
his  heirs  Executors  and  Administrators  or  some  of  them  shall  and 
will  well  and  sufficiently  maintain  support  and  keep  in  a  decent 
and  comfortable  manner  him  the  said  Adam  Breitinger  during  his 
the  said  Adam's  natural  life  with  good  and  sufficient  meat  and 
drink  suitable  for  an  old  infirm  person,  either  at  the  same  table 
with  him  the  said  Michael  Breitinger  and  family  or  at  a  separate 
table  so  as  the  said  Adam  Breitinger  from  time  to  time  shall  and 
may  choose  and  desire  to  have  and  with  good  and  sufficient  cloth¬ 
ing  apparel  for  Simdays  and  working  days,  both  in  Summer  and  for 
winter,  washing,  lodging  and  attendance  in  sickness  and  in  health. 

And  also  to  pay  all  the  funeral  charges  and  expenses  at  the  decease 
of  said  Adam  Breitinger  and  all  and  every  other  charge  and  charges 
Physicians '  Bills  and  other  expenses  appertaining  and  incidental 
thereto;  the  funeral  to  be  performed  and  done  in  a  decent  and 
Christian  like  manner  and  further  that  he  the  said  Michael 
Breitinger  shall  and  will  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  unto  the  other 
heirs  of  the  said  Adam  Breitinger  the  sum  of  nine  h-undred  pounds 
lawf-ul  money  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  following  manner  and  instal¬ 
ments  to  wit.  Three  hundred  pounds  part  thereof  of  like  money  as 
aforesaid  unto  the  children  or  legal  representatives  of  Peter 
Breitinger  deceased  who  was  a  son  of  the  said  Adam  Breitinger  to 
be  paid  in  three  annual  installments  of  one  hundred  pounds  each, 
the  first  installment  to  be  paid  on  the  twenty  seventh  day  of 
November  which  will  be  next  after  the  decease  of  said  Adam  Breitinger 
eq-ually  to  be  distributed  to  and  among  the  said  children  or  their 
legal  representatives.  Three  h-undred  poimds  more  thereof  unto 
Eve  Flory  late  Eve  Breitinger  intermarried  to  David  Flory,  the 
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the  said  Eve  being  a  dau^ter  of  the  said  Adam  Breitinger  and  to 
her  heirs  and  assigns  to  be  paid  in  three  equal  annual  installments 
the  first  on  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  November  which  will  be  next 
after  the  decease  of  the  said  Adam  Breitinger.  Three  hundred  pounds 
the  residue  to  be  paid  unto  the  children  or  their  legal  representa¬ 
tives  of  Elizabeth  Flory  deceased  late  the  wife  of  John  Flory  and 
daughter  of  the  said  Adam  Breitinger  in  the  same  manner,  form  and 
installments,  days  and  times  above  specified  and  agreed  upon." 

The  following  describes  the  land  deeded  by  Adam  Breidinger  to  his  son,  Michael: 

"Beginning  at  a  water  birch  thence  along  land  now  on  late  of 
Frederick  Hahn  North  ten  degrees  West  forty  three  perches  and  a 
half  to  a  stone  thence  South  ei^ty  degrees  West  eigjity  four  perches 
and  a  half  to  a  stone  thence  South  fifty  ei^t  degrees  and  three 
quarters  East  ei^teen  perches  to  a  Chestnut  thence  North  thirty 
one  degrees  and  one  quarter  East  sixty  perches  to  a  post,  thence 
North  ei^ty  degrees  East  ninety  perches  and  a  half  to  a  post  thence 
South  twenty  five  degrees  West  thirty  perches  to  a  Chestnut  thence 
South  twenty  five  perches  and  a  half  to  a  post  thence  South  twenty 
five  degrees  West  thirty  perches  to  a  Chestnut  thence  South  twenty 
five  perches  and  a  half  to  a  post  North  ei^ty  degrees  East  twenty 
perches  to  a  post  South  ten  degrees  East  eleven  perches  and  a  half 
to  a  post  North  ei^ty  degrees  East  twenty  three  perches  and  a  half 
to  a  Chestnut  thence  by  land  now  or  late  of  Leonard  Andrew  South 
ten  degrees  East  one  hundred  perches  to  a  stone  and  thence  south 
ei^ty  degrees  west  one  hundred  and  forty  seven  perches  and  a  half 
to  the  place  of  beginning  -  containing  I92  acres  and  thirty  perches 
and  allowances  being  the  same  land  which  Frederick  Hahn  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife  by  Indenture  bearing  date  the  22nd  day  of  August 
A.D.  1789  granted  and  confinned  unto  the  said  Adam  Breitinger...." 

(Deed  Book  G-3-251^252  -  Court  House,  Easton,  Pa.) 


We  do  know  that  Adam  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
congregation  of  St.  Peter's  union  church  in  Plainfield  Township  from  the 
fact  that  Adam  and  his  son  Peter  subscribed  I5  shillings  in  I805  for  ren¬ 


ovations  of  the  church. 


.10)' 


A  detailed  search  of  the  St.  Peter's  Church 


records  as  well  as  the  cemetery  markers  has  shed^light  on  the  exact  death 
dates  of  Adam  and  Ann  Sib ilia  Breidinger.  It  is  quite  likely,  although 
this  is  speculation,  that  they  both  are  buried  in  the  St.  Peter's  cemetery, 
graves  unmarked,  along  with  their  son  Peter  who  died  in  I806. 


Based  upon  available  church,  census  and  other  records,  Adam 
Breidinger  and  his  wife  Ann  Sib  ilia  had  the  following  children: 


1.  Peter  born 

2 .  John  Michael 

3.  Eva  Marla 

4.  Elisabeth 

5 .  Susanna  Elizabeth 


April  15,  1756(^) 
January  23 ^  1759^^^' 
March  21,  1761(12,29) 
September  29,  1763(29) 
January  30,  177o(^) 


(John  Michael  was  baptized  March  4,  1759*  T^ie  sponsors  -  Michael  Hubert 
and  wife.  Eva  Maria  baptized  June  "[ ,  I76I.  The  sponsors  -  Maria  Eva 
Hubert  and  Jurg  Schoner.  Elisabeth  baptized  April  22,  1764.  The  sponsors 
-  Martin  Glasz  and  Elizabeth  Huber.) 
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The  following  geneological  information  refers  only  to  the  line 
of  the  son  Peter.  However^  others  interested  in  the  family,  particularly 
the  line  of  Michael,  will  find  a  fund  of  information  by  searching  througih 
the  Northampton  County,  Pa.  records,  especially  those  refering  to  Plain- 
field  and  adjoining  townships. 
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II.  FETER  (2)  ADAM  (l) 


As  we  know  from  the  St.  Peter's  cemetery  records^  Peter  Breidinger 
was  born  on  April  I5 ,  1756,  probably  somewhere  near  Philadelphia.  Peter, 
like  his  father,  was  a  farmer.  In  the  Northampton  Coirnty  tax  lists  of  I785, 
1786  and  1788,  he  is  listed  as  a  single  free  man,  paying  taxes  of  10  shihL- 
ings,  10  shillings  4  pence,  and  7  shillings  6  pence,  respectively 
Peter  did  not  take  a  wife  imtil  he  was  33  years  old  when  on  April  1,  1789^ 
he  married  Anna  Maria  Glass  (l^)(born  November  27,  I767)  of  Lower  Mount  Bethel 
Township,  Northampton  County.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Michael  Glass  and  his 
wife  Christina  Hubler ,  the  dau^ter  of  Jacob  Hubler.(l^)  We  know  that  for 
the  first  few  years  of  their  marriage,  Peter  and  his  wife  lived  in  Lower  Mount 
Bethel  Township  because  they  are  listed  there  in  the  United  States  census  of 
1790  with  the  name  being  spelled  Bradenger . (^5 )  in  the  I8OO  census  his  name 
appears  again  in  Plainfield  Township  as  Peter  Breidinger . 


We  have  a  good  idea  of  where  Peter  Breidinger  lived  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  property  to  Adam  Moyer  on  November 
8,  1799*  Peter  Breidinger  purchased  this  land, a  total  of  200  acres,  from 
Abraham  Goodwin  on  December  I3,  1790. 


"Know  ye  all  that  the  said  Peter  Breidinger  for  and  in  consid¬ 
eration  of  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  silver  money  paid  by  Adam  Moyer 
of  Lower  Mount  Bethel. . .  sell  release  and  confinm  unto  the  said 
Adam. . .  a  certain  lot  or  piece  of  land  part  of  the  above  200  acres 
aforesaid  situated  on  Mud  Run  on  the  South  East  side  of  the  said 
200  acres  in  Plainfield  and  Lower  Mount  Bethel  Townships  aforesaid  - 
Beginning  at  a  stone  thence  by  vacant  land  crossing  Mud  Run  South 
twenty  nine  degrees  West  ei^teen  perches  and  a  quarter  to  a  stone 
thence  by  Peter  Breidinger 's  land  North  forty  degrees  West  twenty 
perches  to  a  Chestnut -Oak  North  thirty  degrees  West  twenty  five 
perches  to  a  stone  North  fifty  two  degrees  and  a  half  East  ten 
perches  to  a  white  oak  and  South  forty-four  degrees  East  thirty- 
seven  perches  and  three  quarters  to  the  beginning.  Containing 
three  acres  one  half  and  the  allowances..." 

(Deed  Book  E-3-^68,  Court  House,  Easton, Pa.) 


From  Peter  Breidinger *s  gravestone  we  know  that  he  and  his  wife 
Anna  Maria  had  six  daughters  and  three  sons.  However,  only  the  names  of 
the  following  children  have  been  found  from  the  St.  Peter’s  Church  records.^  ^ 


1.  Anna  Maria 

2 .  Elizabeth 

3 .  Michael 

4.  Jacob 

5 .  Susanna 

6.  Adam 

7.  Nva 

8.  Christine 


born  April  1,  1790 

October  5^  1791 
April  17,  1793 
August  1,  179^ 

J  anuary  12 ,  1797 
February  25 ,  1799 
February  11 ,  l802 
May  27,  1804 
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From  the  Pennsylvania  Archives  we  find  that  Peter  Breidinger  was 
q^uite  active  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  following  summarizes  his  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  service.  Although  his  brother  Michael  Breidinger,,  is  not  being 
discussed,  his  name  is  found  along  with  Peter's  in  practically  all  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

1.  Depreciation  pay  Northampton  County  Militia,  Private  Peter 
Breidener.  (l^) 

2.  List  of  Soldiers  of  the  Revolution  who  received  pay  for 
their  services. 

Continental  Line,  Northampton  County,  Private  Peter  Bridinger>  '' 

3-  Capt .  Lewis  Stacker's  Company  I78I,  Peter  Breidener, 

Northampton  County.  (I8) 

A  list  of  the  4th  Company  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  Militia 
of  Northampton  County,  April  10,  I78I. 

Sarjt.  Peter  Breidinger  (I9) 

5.  Plainfield,  July  I78I,  a  class  roll  of  the  4th  Company  of  the 
Second  Battalion  of  Northampton  County  Militia. 

Sarjant.  Peter  Breidinger  (19) 

6.  Plainfield  September  1st  I78I.  A  class  role  of  Capt.  Stacker's 
Company . 

Servants:  Peter  Breidinger  ^-^9j 

7.  A  list  of  the  4th  Company  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  Northampton 
County  Militia  April  the  l8th  I782. 

Sarjt.  Peter  Breidinger  (19) 

8.  A  class  role  of  the  4th  Company  of  militia  of  the  Second 
Battalion  of  Northampton  County  delivered  to  the  Lieutenant 
of  the  county  April  I8,  I782 

Sarjant:  Peter  Breidinger  (I9) 

9*  Serjants: 

Peter  Breidinger  appointed  July  the  1782,  discharged 
September  8.  Served  one-half  month  before.  (I9) 


10.  Arelinn  of  the  71h  Company  commander  Captain  by  Capt. 
6  Battalion,  Northampton  County.  May  9^  1785 
Peter  Bridinger  .  . 

Muster  rolls  I783  -  I79O 


Staker 


11.  A  list  of  the  Seventh  Company  of  the  Sixth  Battalion  of  the 
Northampton  County  militia.  May  10,  1784. 

Peter  Breidinger.  (20) 

12.  Rangers  on  the  Frontier  -  A  listing  of  payments  to  individuals 

for  services  chiefly  on  the  frontier  as  rangers  between  1778 
and  1783.  (21) 
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The  grave  of  Peter  Breidinger  has  heen  appropriately  marked  hy 
Both  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  and  -with  a  Bronze  plaque  By 
the  Sons  of  the  Revolution. 


SERGEANT  PE'TER  BREIDIRGER 
Born  April  175 6  Died  Nov.  l8o6 

Revolutionary  Soldier 
Erected  By 

I^hi^  Chapter  the  Penna.  Society 
Sons  of  the  Revolution 

1932 


From  the  St.  Peter’s  Church  and  cemetary  records  and  from  the 
administration  records  at  Easton,  Pa.,  we  know  that  Peter  Breidinger  died 
NovemBer  3^  I806  in  Plainfield  Township  at  the  age  of  leaving  Behind 
nine  children  for  his  wife  to  care  for. 

Peter  Breidinger  is  Buried  in  the  St .  Peter ' s  cemetary,  Plainfield 
Township.  Although  the  stone  is  old  the  German  script  is  still  quite  legi¬ 
ble  .  The  stone  is  located  in  the  very  old  part  of  the  cemetary  and  stands 
By  itself  in  a  far  corner  of  the  yard  next  to  the  road  approaching  the  chiorch. 


Hier 

Ruhet  Jn  Gott 
Der  Seelig  VerstorBene 
PHETER  BREIDINER 
Er  war  GeBohren  den  I5 
Apr ill  Jm  Jahr  1756- 
Jn  der  Ehe  GeieBt 
17  Jahr  7  Monat 
Mit  Anna  Maria  Breidiner 
Eine  GeBohrene  Clafzin 
Zeugten  9  Kinder  Nemlich 
3  Sbhne  und  6  Dochter 
Er  ist  GestorBen  den  3  "ten 
NovemBer  Jm  Jahr  I806 
Alt  Worden  50  Jahr 
6  Monat  imd  I8  Tage 


Although  Peter  Breidinger  did  not  prepare  a  will,  the  administra¬ 
tion  records  and  the  inventory  of  his  estate  are  filed  in  the  archives  of 
Northampton  County  at  the  court  house,  Easton,  Pa.  (22) 
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The  following  summarizes  the  estate  of  Peter  Breidinger  as  recorded 
on  Bovemher  26,  l806.  Reviewing  the  earthly  possessions  of  Peter  Breidinger^ 
gives  us  an  interesting  and  detailed  insight  into  the  life  and  possessions  of 
a  typical  American  farmer  during  the  early  l800  ’  s . 


"An  inventory  taken  this  twenty  sixth  day  of  Bovemher  in  the  year  of 
Our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eigjit  Hundred  and  Six  of  the  Chatties  of  the 
late  Peter  Brytinger  Deceased  in  Plainfield  Township^  Borthampton 
Coimty." 


A  tin  plate  stove 
A  large  table 
Small  table 
Four  chairs 
A  close  cubboard 

A  Fusee  gun^  powder  horn  and  shot  pouch 
Three  smoothing  irons 

Comb  basket,  ink  bottle  and  looking  glass 

A  blue  bedsted  &  beding  of  her  own 

A  short  post  bed 

Three  baskets  and  a  wooden  bowl 

Five  sheats  and  two  table  clothes 

Two  bottles 

Two  large  pewter  platters 
Seven  pewter  plates 
Three  pewter  basons 
Twelve  pewter  spoons 
Twelve  pewter  spoons 
Four  tin  pints  and  funnel 
Four  bowls 

One  tin  cup,  small  coffee  pot  &  grater 
Three  earthen  dishes 
A  brefser 

Colander  and  straner 
Two  pair  of  stilyard 
Coffee  burner 
Gridiron 
Tea  kettle 

Intern  and  two  candlesticks 
Coffee  pot  and  skillet 
Frying  pan 
Skillet 
Fire  tongs 

Flesh  fork,  skimming  ladle  and  iron  ladle 

Coffee  pot  quart  and  sausage  filler 

Seven  tea  cups 

Coffee  mill  and  earthen  pot 

Two  iron  pots 

Three  earthen  dishes 

Two  pewter  basons 

Five  pewter  plates 


Bine  shelf  plates  and  two  dishes 
Twelve  cups  and  sausers 
Sugar  bowl 

Four  pails  and  one  peggin 
Brass  kettle 
Two  iron  pots 
Bedsted 

Two  beding  and  bed 
Bolling  yarn 
An  old  tub 

Three  sacks  flax  seed 
Trumel  bed 
Four  baskets  and 
Three  pair  of  wool  cards 
Flax  hatchel 

Bed  tick  and  colster  base 

Woman ’ s  saddle 

Man ' s  saddle 

Twelve  bags 

Two  splits  riddles 

Half  bushel  and  eight  bred  baskets 

Chest  and  dough  trough 

Spinning  wheel 

Three 

Wool  wheel  and  cut  reel 
Twelve  new  beehives 
Twenty  old 

Seventy  bushel  of  buckweat  at 
two  shillings  per  bush 
A  painted  chest 
An  iron  kettle 
Washing  tub  and  meat  cask 
Five  earthen  jugs 
Three  sickles 
Three 

Three  planes 

Hand  saw,  drawing  knife 

Seven  auger  and  iron  square 

Smart  saw,  seven  augers  and  sundries 

An  old  bucket  and  old  irons 

Bre  st  chains 
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Fox  trap 

Drawing  knife  &  device 
Mawl  and  wedges 
Sithe  and  cradle 
Grass  sit  lie 

Hine  dutch  sithes  sneds 
Gruhing  hoe 

Gruhing  hoe  &  acce series 
Four  hilling  hoes 
Hammer  &  pinchers 
Cahhage  knife 
Flax  brake 
Two  baskets 

Twenty  bushels  Indian  corn 
at  two  shillings  per  bush 
Pot  trannal 
Man ’ s  clothing 
Bucket  and  small  tub 
Churn 

Half  barrel!  with  wiskey  and  keg 
Two  barrels 

Two  ear than  ware  and  churn 

Watering  pot 

Sawer  Craut  tub 

Eight  sheep 

Young  grey  horse 

Old  grey  horse 

Brown  mare 

Spring  colt 

Waggon 

Plough  shed  and  harrow 
An  old  plough 
Wind  mill 

Iron  shovel  and  spade 


Four  hogs  in  the  pen 
Sow  and  ei^t  pigs 
Applemill 

Two  barrels  and  cider 
Two  empty  barrels  and  hogshead 
Half  hogshead  and  wooden  funnel 
Pleasure  slei^ 

Cutting  base  and  knife 
A  barrel! 

Seven  rahes  and  two  pitch  forks 
Horse  geers 

Hatchet,  sheep  shears  and  two  flails 
Hay  in  the  barn  stack  and  carrick 
Rye  in  the  sheaf  at  3  shillings  pr  bush 
Wheat  in  the  sheaf  at  seven  shillings 
&  six  pence  pr  bush 
Two  pair  of  shoes 
Grind  stone 
Seven  swarm  bees 

Twenty  acres  of  grain  in  the  ground 
Sandy  sow 

White  sow  and  six  pigs 
Four  she at s 
Spoted  cow 

Red  cow  with  white  face 

Black  cow  with  white  face 

Brown  cow 

Bell  cow 

Cow  and  calf 

Red  bull 

Three  spring  calfs 
Two  dang  forks  and  drags 
Flax  in  the  bundle 

Twenty  six  earthan  pots  at  3  pence  pr  piece 


After  the  death  of  Peter  his  wife  Anna  Maria  again  married  in  l809^ 
Philip  Deily  of  Plainfield  township,  a  widower,  (l^)  She  is  birried  in  St. 
Peter’s  cemetery  by  her  second  husband  and  not  too  far  away  from  Peter 
Breidinger.  Anna  Maria  was  born  on  November  2r{ ,  lj6jy  and  died  September 
l4,  18^3  at  the  age  of  y6  years,  (H)  Judging  by  the  comments  on  her 

grave  stone,  she  also  had  children  by  her  second  husband. 


m ST  1:1^- 


In 

Memory  Of 
Anna  Maria  Deily 
wife  of  Philip  Deily 
Born  Nov.  27,  A.D.  I767 
Died  Sept.  li+th  A.D.  18^3 
Aged  75  years 
9  months  &  I7  days 
Erected  by  her  son 
Philip  P.  Deily 
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III.  ADAM  (3)  PETER  (2)  ADAM  (l) 


From  the  church  records  of  St.  Peter's  we  know  that  Adam 
Breidinger  was  horn  on  February  25^  1799  in  Plainfield  Township  and 
baptized  on  July  23  at  St.  Peter's.  (lO)  Little  is  known  about  Adam_, 
except  that  he  married  in  about  1822,  Anna  Maria  Butz,  (born  August  25, 
1799)  Ihe  dau^ter  of  Michael  ;^tz  and  his  wife,  Margareth  of  Bushkill 
Township,  Northampton  County.  (23) 


From  census,  church  and  land  records,  and  the  location  of  his 
grave,  we  know  that  Adam  Breidinger  moved  from  Plainfield  Township  into 
adjacent  Forks  Township  sometime  during  I826.  The  first  mention  in  Forks 
Township  is  when  Adam  Breidinger,  blacksmith,  bought  a  little  over  two 
acres  of  property  in  Stockertown  for  $850  from  Abraham  Zearfoss  and 
Susana,  his  wife,  on  April  10,  I826.  Adam  later  sold  the  property  to 
George  Butz,  blacksmith,  for  $1,050.00.  (Deed  Book  C-5-25,  Court  House, 
Easton,  Pa. ) 


We  know  also  from  the  I85O  census  that  Adam  Breidinger  contin¬ 
ued  to  be  a  blacksmith. (2^)  From  family  Bible  records  and  the  I85O  cen¬ 
sus,  we  know  further  that  Adam  and  his  wife  Anna  Maria,  called  Mary  in 
the  various  records,  had  the  following  children. 


1. 

Elizabeth 

born 

February  5 }  1823 

2. 

Peter 

January  17^  I825 

3. 

Edward 

September  21,  I827 

John 

January  11,  I83O 

5. 

Anna  Maria 

August  26,  1832 

6. 

Sabina 

July  24,  1834 

7. 

Adam 

March  11,  I838 

8. 

Samuel 

• 

January  23,  l84l 

Church  records 

as  well  as  family 

bible  records  substantiate  that 

Adam  Breidinger  died  on  February  11,  I863  in  Forks  Township.  His  wife, 
Anna  Maria,  died  shortly  thereafter  on  April  30^  l863«  They  are  buried 
side  by  side  in  the  old  section  of  the  Forks  Church  cemetery  at  Chirr chville , 
Forks  Township,  Northampton  County.  Unfortunately,  both  stones  are  broken 
in  half,  but  the  German  script  is  still  clearly  legible. 


Denkmal 

fur 

Adam  Breidinger 
Geb.  25  Feb.  1799 
Starb.  11  Feb.  I863 
Alter.  63  Jahr  11  Mo 
u.  17  Tage 


Denkmal 

ftr 

Anna  Maria 

Ehegattin  von  Adam  Breidinger 
Geb.  25  Aug.  1799 
Starb.  30  April  I863 
Alter.  63  Jahr  8  Mo. 
u.  3  Tage 
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IV.  EDWABD  jk)  ADAM  (3)  PETER  (2)  ADAM  (l) 


From  the  Forks  Church  records,  we  know  that  Edward  Breidinger 
was  horn  on  September  21,  I827  in  Forks  Township,  Northampton  County.  ^25} 
Edward  married  on  December  l4,  1854  at  Nazareth,  Pa.,  Catharine  Kemmerer 
(born  November  4,  I832)  of  Forks  Township,  the  daughter  of  Rudolph  Kemmerer 
and  his  wife  Catharine  Mann,  ^^oj  notice  of  Edward  Breidinger ’s  marriage 
appears  in  the  "Whig",  a  local  Easton  paper  of  the  time. 


In  1852,  Edward  Breidinger  and  his  wife  were  living  in  Forks 
Township,  having  purchased  property  halfway  between  Stockertown  and  Nazareth 
on  the  road  leading  to  Nazareth,  from  Jacob  Stofflet  and  Sarah,  his  wife. 

On.  April  4,  I858,  Edward  agreed  to  sell  the  property  back  to  Jacob  Stofflet 
for  $1,000.  At  this  time  Edward  Breidinger  was  living  in  Lower  Nazareth 
Township.  (Deed  Book  B-lO-69^  Court  House,  Easton,  Pa.) 


Edv/ard  Breidinger  Catharine  Kemmerer  Breidinger 


From  Edward  Breidinger 's  obituary  in  the  Easton  "Argus"  we  ob¬ 
tained  this  information; 

"Edward  Breidinger,  a  proprietor  of  the  Court  House  Hotel 
Easton,  a  native  of  Northampton  County.  Died  January  10,  I877 
age  49  years,  buried  in  Dryland  cemetery.  Carpenter  by  trade, 
but  some  years  before  his  death  engaged  in  hotel  keeping. 

Proprietor  of  hotel  at  Newburg  until  2  years  ago.  A  wife  and 
four  children  siorvive  him." 
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Edward  Breidinger  is  ‘bToried  in  the  Dryland  cemetery  which  is 
located  right  Behind  the  Drylands  Chinrch  at  Hecktown^  Lower  Nazareth 
Township,  the  oldest  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Ch-urch  in  the  Township.  The 
stone  is  quite  legible  and  well  preserved.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  death  date  on  the  stone  differs  hy  eight  days  from  the  obituary 
notice.  Located  rigiht  near  Edward  Breidinger  are  the  stones  of  three 
of  his  children  -  Camila,  Eason  and  Sarah,  who  were  all  lost  within  a 
two  month  period  in  l864.  Tradition  informs  us  that  they  were  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  typhoid  fever  or  some  other  contagious  disease. 


Edward  Brie dinger 
Born  Sept.  21,  1827* 
Died  Jan.  l8,  I877. 
Aged 

49  Yr's  3  Mo's  25  Days 


"Farewell  my  wife  and  children 
all  from  you  a  father  Christ  doth  call 
mourn  not  for  me  it  is  vain  to 
call  me  to  yoirr  side  again" 


Edward  Breidinger  and  his  wife  Catherine,  according  to  bible 
and  gravestone  records,  had  the  following  children; 


1 .  Sarah 

2 .  Camila 

3 .  Eason 
k.  Ella 

5 .  Anson 

6.  Emma 

7 .  Edward 


born  September  8,  I855 
May  20,  I859 
November  I5 ,  i860 
July  19,  1865 


died  November  12,  l86^ 
October  25,  l864 
November  20,  l86^ 
June  3.  1927 


Catharine 
wife  of 

Edw.  Breidinger 
Born 

Nov.  If,  1832 
Died 

Apr.  20,  1899 


Catharine  Breidinger  never  married  again,  after  the  death  of 
Edward.  She  died  on  April  23,  1899 ^  is  buried  in  the  10th  Street 

Cemeteiy  at  Easton,  Pa.  In  the  later  years  of  her  life,  she  lived  in 
Philadelphia  with  her  dau^ter,  Ella.  The  other  members  of  the  family 
continued  to  live  in  and  aroimd  Easton. 
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V.  ELIA  (^)  EDWAED  jk)  ADAM  (3)  PETER  (2)  ADAM  (l) 


Ella  Refina  Breidinger  Britt Ingham 


Ella  Refina  Breidinger  was 
horn  on  July  19^  I865  in  Nazareth,  Pa.^^‘ ' 
On  Jnly  26,  I892,  she  married  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  Albert  J.  Brittingham  of 
Pocomoke  City,  Maryland. (28)  Albert 
and  Ella  Brittingham  had  one  child,  a 
girl,  Florence  May,  who  was  born  on 
November  I3,  1899*  Ella  died  on  Jiine  3? 
1927  at  Noble,  Abingfcon  Township,  Pa.  I27) 
Her  husband,  Albert  J.  Brittingham  died 
on  March  8,  1938,  also  at  their  home  in 
Noble .  Both  are  buried  in  the  Hillside 
cemetery,  Roslyn,  Abington  Township. 

Their  dau^ter  (VI. )  Florence 
May  Brittingham,  married  Alfred  Edward 
Leave sley  on  February  27^  I926.  They 
had  one  child,  (VIl)  Ronald  J.  Leave sley, 
born  May  8,  1929* 
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Appendix  C 

PAIATIRE  MD  PALATINATE  * 


"The  ship  William  and  Sarah  arrived  20  September  1727^  from 
Rotterdam  with  80  Palatines . " 

Entries  like  this  one  abounded  in  the  records  of  the  Port  of 
Philadelphia  during  the  eighteenth  century.  The  names  Palatine  and  Pala¬ 
tinate  deserve  genealogical  investigation. 

A  courtier  in  the  imperial  palace  of  the  old  German  Empire  (7OO- 
1800  A.D. )  was  designated  as  a  comis  palatinus,  Latin  for  "companion  of 
the  palace."  The  word  comis  is  the  parent  of  the  French  title  of  nobility 
comte  and  of  the  English  title  "count."  The  German  equivalent  is  the  title 
graf . 


The  Latin  adjective  palatinus  is  derived  from  the  noun  palatium, 
English  "palace^"  German  palast . 

Charlemagne^  who  ruled  "jGQ-Qlh^  employed  some  of  his  counts  pala¬ 
tine  to  defend  the  borders.  Their  German  title  was  Markgraf ,  English^ 
"margrave."  He  employed  others  to  administer  certain  crown  lands ^  and  the 
latter  came  to  be  called  palatinata,  i.e.^  lands  under  the  supervision  of 
palace  officials.  The  English  term  is  "palatinate,"  the  German  Pfalz . 

Emperor  Otto  the  Great,  who  ruled  93^-973 ^  in  9^5  appointed  a 
Bavarian  noble  Herman  as  the  first  Count  Palatine  to  administer  the  Pala¬ 
tinate  on  the  Rhine.  His  German  title  was  Pfalz graf . 

The  office  soon  became  hereditary.  Eventually,  about  I3OO  A.D. , 
the  Pfalzgraf  acquired  the  honor  of  serving  in  the  Electoral  College,  con¬ 
sisting  of  four  secular  rulers  and  three  archbishops.  When  the  Imperial 
throne  became  vacant,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Electors  to  choose  a  new 
Emperor.  To  indicate  the  honor,  the  title  of  the  territory  was  changed 
from  Pfalz  to  Kur -Pfalz .  (The  syllable  kur  meant  as  much  as  "choice"  or 
"choosing.")  In  English  the  name  became  "Electoral  Palatinate." 

In  1.777 7  when  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  died  without  issue,  Charles 
Theodore,  Electoral  Count  Palatine,  succeeded  him.  Thus  the  Palatinate 
was  united  with  Bavaria. 

The  Palatinate  consisted  of  two  pails:  the  Lower  and  the  Upper. 

The  Lower  Palatinate  lay  on  both  sides  of  the  Rhine,  extending 
from  Mors-Homburg  and  Duisburg  southward  to  a  point  about  ten  miles  above 
Bonn,  a  distance  of  about  100  kn.  or  65  miles.  Its  greatest  width  from 
Rossbach  in  the  east  through  Bonn  to  Aachen  in  the  west  was  about  120  km. 


*  Ralph  Dornfeld  Owen,  F.A. S.G. ,  F.G.S.P.,  The  Pennsylvania  Genealogical 
Magazine,  Volume  XXI  -  Number  3^  i960. 


or  80  miles.  Crefeld,  the  home  of  the  thirteen  families  who  arrived  in 
Philadelphia  on  the  ship  Concordia  6  October  I683,  first  settlers  in 
Germantown,  lies  on  the  edge  of  the  area,  just  west  of  the  Rhine  and 
north  of  Dusseldorf. 


The  Upper  Palatinate  lay  on  both  sides  of  the  Rhine,  extending 
from  Bingen  and  Mainz  south  to  Karlsruhe,  a  distance  of  120  km.  or  80 
miles.  Its  greatest  width  from  a  point  east  of  Heidelberg  to  Kaiserslautern 
in  the  west  was  I30  km.  or  85  miles. 

By  the  year  I7OO  the  word  "Palatine"  had  been  down-graded:  no 
longer  was  it  to  represent  a  titled  person;  henceforth  it  represented  a 
subject  of  the  Palatinate  who  was  eager  to  leave  a  land  that  had  been 
devastated  by  the  soldiers  of  Louis  XIV  when  in  I688  they  destroyed 
Heidelberg,  Mannheim,  and  Speyer.  Fortunately  for  the  Palatine,  the  Rhine  - 
that  ancient  route  of  travel  -  lay  invitingly  near.  He  took  advantage  of 
it  to  reach  the  Atlantic  and  embark  for  "the  new  land,  Pennsylvania." 


OOi 


'eUTTJ^ 


Hie  accompanying  maps  show  portions  of  present-day  West  Germany. 
The  hatching  on  them  supplied  by  Dr.  Friedrich  Krebs  represents  the  area 
of  the  two  parts  of  the  historical  Palatinate  as  they  existed  during  the 
ei^teenth  century. 
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